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THE 


IPREFACE 


T nas always my Real Sentiment, that the Ban- 

orian Doctrine when redur'd to Practice, nas 
capable to ſubvert both Church and State. The 
(ertions are ſo calculated for Confuſion, that every 
mate Man 1s juſtified in his Attempts, whenſoever 
& Devil /ball put it in bis Head to Aſſault bis Lan- 

Superior. But among all the Principles upon which 
Y 1:0 Theology 1s founded, that 1s of greateſt La- 
ude, and of the moſt dangerous Tendency, which 
Vids every Man the Comfort of thinking he does well 
Jen be afts with Sincerity, or conformably to the Di- 
ates of his own Conſcience. I ſball not impoſe ſo much 
un the Igrorant, as to inſinuate this unfortuna'e 
dung Man, was induced to meditate ſo horrible u 
ue h Reading Bangorian Authors; But where 
ncerity 2s the only Plea, whe can wonder to bear of 
Kavillac. 


(4) 


CONFERENCYyH 
BE TE EN 


Mr. Paul Lorrain, and Mr. James Shepbeard 
Now müder ; Condemnation, Oc. 


ritual Comfort I am able to Perſons in your unfor 
nate Circumſtances; wherefore, '7oung Man, 1 ad 
you to depoſe that ſtubborn Temper, and reffect with jc 
ſelf how much you have offended God, by your late Deſign 
Aſſaſſinate his Majeſty. 
Shepheard. I hope, Sir, the Sincerity of my Conſcience 1 
ſtand between me, and all Danger from that Quarter. M 
Life is full of Errors and Miſtakes, in which we have not 
to rely upon but an erroneous Conſcience, which is the 0 
Jeſt of our being in God's Fayour. Now, tho' the Fact I: 
condemn'd for does appear in the Eyes of molt Men to be hi 
ly Criminal, and directly contrary to the Laws of 6:4, yetli 
happen to be of another Opinion, I mult ſtand or fall, int 
Eye of Heaven, by my own Perſwaſion. 

Lorrain. I own, Sincerity of Conſcience is an Fxcellent Rui 
many Things, and very ſerviceable in Poiats of Religion. . 
Perſon who belicves in Chriſt, and acts with Since-ity, wil fp" 
no Sufferer in the next Life, for not having joyn'd huniclt » 
this, or that Communion, or believ d this, or that particular /. 
But the Caſe is not the ſime as to Morals. | 

Shepheard. I take it to be the very ſame. Why may ſa 
be as excuſable in the Sight of Gcd, in doing an inmo al A 
by the Streng h of an erroneous Conſcience, as in bei 
what is really a Lye * | 


. is a Duty incumbent upon me to bring what of 
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Tora The Education of a Corijiian, ros him of hene 
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ol an err:neous Conſcience in the Caſe of Murder. The Scrip- 
Wyre ſpeaks plainly. Thou ſhalt not kill. | 

W $epbeard That Prohibition is not without ſome Exceptions, 

cherwiſe, it wou'd not be in the Power of the Civil Magiſtrate 

E, cake away a Man's Life. The mean ng, therefore, is; that 

N Do Man is to kill another unlawfully. Now who can be kill'd 

F 4 F awfully, and who unlawiully, depends upon the Civil Magi- 

rate, as to the Legality of the Action, but it depends upon 

gery Man's Private Conſcience as to the Morality of it, inſo- 

much, that ſhou d a Pablick Executioner judge privately chat he 

ard, wrong d a Criminal in putting him to Death, he wou d certain- 

y be guilty of a great Crime in the Sight of Heaver, tho he 

act d with Security under the Legiſlative Pon er. Tis as clearly 

deliycr'd in the Scripture, that we are to hear the Church as it is, 

chat we are not 0 Lill, and as in one Caſc, no Man has Au- 

tbority to fay we offend God in believing amiſs, fo in the other 
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1 24MCaſc, no Man ought to ſay we offend God in acting amils. 
ich ; Lorin. This makes the Civil Magiftrate's Power inſignificant. 
ela My not the Criminal pretend, that as he only offends Cd, fo 


Man has nothing to do with him? 
Shepheard. The Civil Magiſtrate has to do with a Criminal, as 


ce 
Mia rr as his Actions regard the Publick Peace. And of this my Caſe 
notil may be reckon d an Inſtance. But (till I may be Innocent in the 
the light of Heaven. The Magiſtrate has nothing to do with my 
\& | MConſcierce. | 

be he Lorain. But, it may be you have not been induſtrious, nor 


aken any Pains to inform your Conſcience. Conſider ; you are 
but young ; your Experience but little; your Education among 
Prejudic d Perſons, &c. which are Circumſtances capable to de- 
t Rul:Mtroy your Sincerity. 

gion. Ml. Shepheard. I have weigh'd all theſe Points very maturely ; and 
wil in caſe I had not; ſtill there wou'd be room for Sincerity, if my 
ict {Conſcience was but ſatisfied without being ſo very inquiſitive. 
lar every Man obliged to run thro the Proofs and Gjections, of 
every Sect which divide the Chriſtian World? A Perſon may be 


yet li 
1], int 


ay | HNatisßed with the Morality of an Action, as alſo with the Credi- 
al 4 oy of a Tenet, without hearing all that can be ſaid Pro and 
belle Con. 


Lorrain. You are generally condemn d by all Mankind; which 
I ought to make you ſuſpect your ſelf of: Inſincerity. 


Shepheard. 


1 
Shepheard. 1 have been inform d, I am not alone in my off 
nion. But this has nothing to do with the Queſtion in Ba 
Truth and Falſehood, depend not upon Numbers. God has g 
me a private Rule, which I muſt not deviate from under if 
of Damnation. And if J either want Capacity, or Oppo 
nity to be better inform d, (unleſs I be wil:ully negligent) ff 
is too jult to give me a Rule, and puniſh me for acting acct 4 
ing to it. I have always conceiv'd it to be a common Ma 
among Perſons of all Religions. That Cenſcience was the off | 
Zeſt of their being in, or out of God's Favour. For Inſtance 
believe not, becauſe I am commanded to believe, but beciMf 
J apprehend Things that are to be believed. I don't Sin, MU 
cauſe ] violate the Law, but becauſe I apprehend my acti 
or Omiſſions to be Violations of the Law. And if this is 
a ſecure Rule, in vain has God beſtowed Reaſon upon mi 
diſtinguiſh between Gord and Evil. Tis not other Men's 
ſon, but my own, which I am to be directed by. I may 
deed comply with others, and they may be in the Right; MI 
if in following them in the Right, my Conſcience tells me, 1M 
in the Wrong; Tis not any other Perſon can excuſe me fi 
guilt between God, and my own Conſcience. I wou'd no 
judg d by this to ſet the Civil Magiſtrates Power at north 
They have me in their Power, and I muſt ſubmit to the Sti 
of Providence. All I deſire from the World is, that they 
be fo favourable to themſelves, as not to make me an 11 
ment, or unhappy Occaſion of deſtroying that Excellent Sy 
of Proteſtant Divinity, which wrought me up to this high 
of Enthuſtaſm. = 


